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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore [Mr. LAHoOD].

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 4, 1996.

I hereby designate the Honorable RAY
LAHoOOD to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Rev. James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

We are thankful, O gracious God, for
all the wonderful gifts that have come
from Your hand that You have given to
us and to every person. Remind us that
Your blessings and countenance are
not only on us personally, but bless
Your people from every background or
position or opinion. So we pray, al-
mighty God, that we will be gracious of
others, hear their words, respect their
concerns, and always realize that Your
grace is with each person in Your
whole creation. May Your loving spirit,
O God, that is new every morning, be
with us this day and every day, we
pray. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, | demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Chair’s approval of
the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, | object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the provisions of clause 5 of rule
I, further proceedings on this question
are postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Colorado [Mr. HEFLEY]
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. HEFLEY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces that there will be fif-
teen 1-minutes on each side.

BALANCING THE BUDGET: WHAT’S
IT ALL ABOUT?

(Mr. HEFLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, balancing
the budget: What is it all about? Bal-
ancing the Federal budget is about bet-
ter government. It is about being right
and responsible. It forces the Govern-
ment to live within its means—just

like every American family. It means
our children will inherit the American
dream—not the American debt. It
forces our Government to stop spend-
ing money it does not have.

Balancing the budget is also about a
better future. It means lower interest
rates and faster economic growth. It
means 4.25 million more new jobs over
the next 10 years and a 16.1-percent in-
crease in per capita incomes. A bal-
anced budget is about $37,000 in savings
on an average 30-year mortgage on a
$75,000 home. It means a solvent Medi-
care system with increased spending
per beneficiary. But probably most im-
portant of all, a balanced budget is
about saving future generations from
paying lifetime tax rates in excess of 80
percent.

Mr. Clinton needs to know we will
settle for nothing less than a balanced
budget. No more excuses. No more
Washington gimmicks. It is time to do
the right thing for our children’s fu-
ture.

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. SCHUMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, this is
day 20 of the Government shutdown
and it is beginning to bite. Not simply
Federal employees but small business
people who cannot get export licenses,
other business people who want per-
mits so they can put toxic waste aside
and cannot and are closing down their
businesses. Social Security recipients
who want to sign up for Social Secu-
rity the first time who cannot.

It is affecting average Americans.
Now we hear the most Orwellian of
doublespeak from the other side. They
blame President Clinton for this be-
cause of vetoing some bills that they
do not like.
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